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The Executive Committee (EC) of the ASA NJ Chapter would like to thank you for the privilege to serve its members.  We have set as our objectives to facilitate communications on the development and application of statistical methodologies among groups and individuals in the New Jersey area and beyond, and to provide statistical support to public interest matters.

Via this newsletter, we are glad to report to our members about the status and progress of tasks the EC has been working on in the past three months.

a. Co-sponsorship of the 2008 Applied Statistics Symposium of the International Chinese Statistical Association (ICSA)

Traditionally, the annual ASA NJ Chapter spring symposium was held in late May or early June in central NJ.  This year, many of our members probably will attend the Applied Statistics Symposium of the ICSA to be held in Piscataway, NJ from June 4-7.  Due to the close proximity of the timing and venue between the two symposia, the EC of the ASA NJ Chapter decided to postpone the 2008 ASA NJ symposium/workshop to the fall, and instead co-sponsor two sessions in the ICSA symposium.  This arrangement also serves to foster a closer relation between the ASA and the ICSA.  .  

The two ASA NJ Chapter co-sponsored sessions are as follows:

Session I: Statistical Methodology in Clinical Trial

Organizer: Yujun Wu (Sanofi-Aventis) 

Chair: Philip He (Sanofi-Aventis)

· Hui Quan (Sanofi-Aventis): Comparisons Between ITT and Treatment Emergent Adverse Event Analyses
· Yong Lin (UMDNJ): Parametric and Nonparametric Mixture Cure Model with Cure Partially Known    

· Xiaohui (Edmund) Luo (Merck Research Laboratories): Missing Data: Model Diagnosis and Sensitivity Analysis

· Yujun Wu (Sanofi-Aventis):Approaches to Handling Data When Trial Conduct Deviates from the Pre- specified Simon’s Two-Stage Design

Session II: Advances in Statistics and Applications to Microarray Data and Clinical Trials  

Organizer: CV Damaraju (OMJSA) 

Chair: CV Damaraju (OMJSA)

· Jayanta K. Ghosh (Purdue Univ. and ISI): Motivation and Convergence of Two "New" Fast Algorithms for Estimating the Mixing Distribution in Mixture Models
· Minge Xie (Rutgers Univ.):  Utilizing Expert Opinions in Binary Hypothesis Generating Clinical Trials
· Discussant: Kesar Singh (Rutgers Univ.) 

We would like to encourage our members to participate in the ICSA symposium (http://stat.rutgers.edu/icsa2008/).
b. 2008 North Jersey Regional Science Fair

A good number of members of the ASA NJ Chapter served as statistics judges in the Science Fair, which was held at Rutgers University in New Brunswick on Saturday, March 15.

The ASA NJ Chapter additionally supported the science fair by providing the following awards for projects in the statistics area:
 

One 1st Prize:

$200 US Savings Bond

One 2nd Prize:

$150 US Savings Bond

Two 3rd Prize: 
$  75 US Savings Bond

The Executive Committee of the ASA NJ Chapter decides on the award amount based on the level of participation in a particular year as well as available funds from the NJ ASA Chapter for such purpose.

c. Amendment of the ASA NJ Chapter By-Law (Constitution)

The ASA NJ Chapter Constitution was last modified several years ago.  Since then, the NJ statistical landscape has undergone significant changes.  There has been a need to make proper amendments to the constitution to better fit the current environment.  Several modifications to the Constitution were proposed by the previous Executive Committee in 2007 and were endorsed by the current Executive Committee. The updated draft constitution will soon be available on the chapter website. Any comments on the draft constitution can be sent to Zhaoling.Meng@sanofi-aventis.com

The EC of the ASA NJ Chapter would like to thank Jin-Yi Chen for leading this effort.

d. Filing with IRS

Starting 2008, all non-profit organizations must file with IRS.  We would like to thank our Treasurer Wolde Woubneh for taking the lead on this matter.
e. Renovation of the ASA NJ Chapter Website

The website has been renovated and updated: http://www.thenjchapterasa.org 
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